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Terms of Use 

By using the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc.’s website 

WestMassGen.com,  you agree to accept all of the terms outlined below, including 

our copyright, disclaimer, disclosure and privacy notices. If you do not agree with 

something in these notices, please discontinue using the website.    

    

About Us  

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. (WMGS) is a non-profit 

501(c)3 educational organization.  The information on our website is about 

researching and documenting family ancestry and history.  This is general 

information and is not intended to be legal or financial advice.  For advice, please 

see your Certified Public Accountant, Certified Financial Planner, tax preparer or 

attorney.    

    

Copyright 

Photos: The photos found on WestMassGen.com have been taken personally, 

purchased, used with permission, found in public domain or credited and linked 

back to their sources.  We reserve all rights for photos taken by 

WestMassGen.com. Failure to link back and credit WestMassGen.com as a source 

constitutes a copyright violation. Please feel free to share our photos.  Just make 

sure to give us credit, and link back to WestMassGen.com.    

Website: All material, content, photos, newsletters, videos and files found on 

WestMassGen.com are protected by copyright laws.  We reserve all rights.  You 

may print an article or file for your own personal use.  Use of material protected by 

copyrights held by individual or entities other than WMGS must secure the 

permission of the copyright holder.  If you would like to share our information 

with others, please provide a link to our site.  Please do not copy and paste our 

material because that is a violation of the copyright law.     

  



©2019 Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc.          Updated on: Sept 14, 2019    Page 2    

 

Disclaimer 

While the content of WestMassGen.com is provided in good faith, we do not 

guarantee that the information will be always be up to date, accurate, or that the 

site will always be available for use. 

We do not guarantee that the servers that make our website available will be virus 

or bug free.  It is your responsibility to protect against such threats.  Please be sure 

to scan any files before downloading.      

Our website contains links to third-party web sites. The linked sites are not under 

our control, and we are not responsible for the privacy practices or the contents of 

any linked site. We are providing these links only as a convenience, not as an 

endorsement. To prevent viruses, please be sure to scan any files before 

downloading. WMGS and its directors and volunteers are not responsible for any 

losses or damages.    

WestMassGen.com, its board members, directors and volunteers are not 

responsible for any losses, damages or claims that may result from your decisions. 

 

Disclosure 

WestMassGen.com currently does not receive compensation from advertisements, 

sponsorships, product reviews, nor does it receive other forms of compensation.  

Products shown on the website are just examples of items that can make your 

genealogy research easier.  The views and opinions are simply our own or those of 

our volunteers.    

Membership Dues: WMGS is a non-profit organization.  We rely on membership 

dues to maintain our website and provide quality speakers at our monthly 

meetings.  In general, membership dues are non-refundable.  However, please 

contact us with specific questions.      

Membership Benefits: Parts of our website are restricted to Members Only.  This 

means that only people who are current on their annual dues will be allowed access 

to the Members Only Content.  New members will be provided with access 

information once they have paid their dues.  In most cases, new members can 

expect to receive their access information quickly, but in some cases, it may take 

24-48 hours to receive access. 
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Abuse of Members Only Access: We rely heavily on membership dues to 

maintain our website and provide quality speakers at our monthly meetings.  We 

ask our members not to share the access information with people who are not 

WMGS members.  If a member is found to have violated this policy, WMGS 

reserves the right to revoke access to the Members Only Content.    

      

Privacy 

The WestMassGen.com site uses cookies to determine the effectiveness of our 

website.  We may also use Third Party Tracking Software to collect data which 

will assist us to improve our website and grow the membership of our society.    

E-Mail Addresses: We collect e-mail addresses directly on our website and from 

the Application for Membership. For memberships received via PayPal, we will 

use the e-mail address provided in PayPal.  All of the e-mail addresses collected 

may be entered into a Third-Party Mail Subscription Product.  We currently use 

Google Mail (GMail) and Google Contacts to manage our e-mail distribution list. 

We have listed some of our current service providers, but these are subject to 

change at any time. 

We collect e-mail addresses so that individuals may subscribe to our posts. Your e-

mail address will be used to notify you of new posts on our site.  We may also 

contact you to ask your opinion about WestMassGen.com through a survey or 

inform you of an upcoming genealogy event. Please know that you can 

unsubscribe at any time.  Your e-mail address will not be sold or given away.    

Posting a Comment: You will be required to enter your e-mail address when you 

post a comment.  Your e-mail will not be displayed when the comment posts.  

Please be sure not to include any private information in the comment section, since 

this area will be displayed publicly, along with your name.    

Surname List: WMGS coordinates a list of members, along with the surnames 

they are researching.  Members may submit their surnames so that other 

researchers may contact them.  Participation in the Surname List is voluntary.  We 

will post the Surname List on our website in order to gain visibility.  While it is our 

intent to connect researchers, we cannot guarantee the conduct of others. You do 

not have to submit surnames if you are uncomfortable doing so.    

   


